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Today’s speaker was Vanderburgh County 
Sheriff Dave Wedding, speaking about the need 
for treatment for the mentally ill.  He was ac-
companied by colleague Stetsun Sunderman.  
The jail is the dumping ground for the 
“unwanted” of society, in many times the men-
tally ill.  Jail employees are not trained for this, 
they have no expertise in how the brain works.  
Mental Illness is very hard to treat so it gets 
swept under the rug many times—Wedding 
says he’s been fighting this for 40 years.  Jails 
are not built to be rehabilitation facilities.  There 
were 170 inmates in 1981, and there are some 
800 in the daily population today.  In a 5 year 
period, some 45,000 were booked into the jail.  
With only 550 beds the county is spending a 
large amount of money to house prisoners else-
where.  Some 90% of offenders get out within 
48 hours.  It’s not “fair” to blame the law en-
forcement for arresting people—-they are only 
enforcing the laws passed by the legislature.  
Change needs to be made at the legislative lev-
el.  Wedding also addressed school safety, not-
ing that violence is much more prevalent now, 
and with threats being made on social media, 
things escalate quickly.  When schools are built, 
lots of money is spent on fire suppression, but 
very little—not enough—on safety.  Paying for 
police protection in schools is not cheap.  He 
believes every school needs a uniformed officer 
present, particularly if they are rural (due to the 
increased response time).  There are more chal-
lenges today with mental illness, risky behavior, 
and increased bullying.  Unfortunately we’ve 

seen lots 
of instanc-
es where 
this comes 
to a head 
within a 
school and 
deaths re-
sult. 
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Link to join Green River Kiwanis meeting via ZOOM. This link is the same every week. 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8010354616?pwd=NUk2QUtyZzJDRVNaZjlCZjFJM09jdz09 

http://greenriverkiwanis.org/default.aspx
http://www.twitter.com/grkiwanis
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/81-0946403
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8010354616?pwd=NUk2QUtyZzJDRVNaZjlCZjFJM09jdz09


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GRKiwanians welcome our newest members, 
Chris Stofleth and Sean Kuykendahl. 

______________________________________ 
 
The next dinner night out will be held on Janu-
ary 20, 6:00 p.m., at the original Roca Bar diner 
at 1618 S. Kentucky Ave.  

 

______________________________________ 
 
Upcoming BUG pro-
grams: 
 Jan. 18 at 9:30 at 
Thompkins, in person 
 Jan. 21 at Holy 
Spirit, via Zoom 
______________________________________ 
 

The Riley Walk is coming 
up on February 26, at 9:00 
in Eastland Mall.  The In-
diana district of Kiwanis’ 
relationship with Riley 
Hospital began in 1919 

when the district began to raise money to build 
the hospital, which opened in 1924.  In 1992 the 
Southwind district began to hold a walkathon 
and raised $1100.  Last year, when the walk 

was held virtually, $38,000 was raised, with 
$21,000 of this coming from GRK.  Over the 
past 29 years $550,000 has been raised.  This 
year’s walk, COVID permitting, will be held in 
person….and it’s time to sign up, solicit spon-
sors, and do your part in supporting the great 
work of Riley Hospital.  
______________________________________ 
 
Thought of the week, courtesy of Dan Robin-
son: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

______________________________________ 
 

Next week’s 
speaker will be 
Melissa Sexton 

with Riley 
Hospital 



 




